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In this paper, ‘cowbuilder’, a scratch-test envi-
ronment for Debian GNU/Linux, is introduced.
It extends the existing Debian building/testing
framework ‘pbuilder’, with ‘cowdancer’ to im-
prove speed. Cowdancer is a copy-on-write
filesystem implemented in user-space. Being fully
implemented in user-space allowed for widespread
adoption in a relatively short time. This paper
explains the implementation of and discusses the

design decisions for cowbuilder.
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